
The Holy Spirit in Holy Scripture 
 

 

 

In Luke and Acts, the Spirit is the driving influence of the principal characters. 

• Spirit overshadows Mary at the Annunciation (1:35) 

• Spirit overshadows Zechariah at John’s Birth (1:67). 

• Spirit guides Simeon to come to the Temple -- Luke 2:25-27 

• The Spirit came upon Jesus (2:22) and eventually upon the Church (Acts 2:4). 

The Gospel of John defines the Spirit as separate from the Father and Son. 

• John 14:16 -- “I will ask the Father and he will give you another Paraclete...” 

• John 14:26 -- “...the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name...” 

• John 15:26 -- “...[the Spirit] will bear witness on my behalf.” 

• John 16:13 -- “[the Spirit] will guide you to all truth.” 

Paul’s letters give insights into the work of the Spirit. 

• Paul’s notions develop as to the role of the Spirit. 

• Regarding the Followers of Christ: 

1. The Spirit indwells: 

➢ Romans 5:5 -- “...through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

➢ Romans 8:9 -- “...since the Spirit of God dwells in you.” 

➢ Romans 8:14 -- “All who are led by the Spirit are sons of God.” 

2. The Spirit bestows faith: 

➢ 2 Corinthians 4:13 -- “We have that spirit of faith...” 

➢ Ephesians 1:13 -- “...you were sealed with the Holy Spirit...” 

➢ Eph 4:30 - “Do nothing to sadden the Holy Spirit with whom you were sealed.” 

3. The Spirit gives life and raises Christ's followers to life:  Romans 8 

4. The Spirit bestows true freedom on Christ’s followers:   

➢ 2 Cor 3:6 -- “The written law kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 

➢ 2 Cor 3:17 -- “...where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 



5. The Spirit prays within us and bears witness on our behalf:   

➢ Romans 8:26-27 -- “...the Spirit himself makes intercession for us...” 

➢ Romans 9:1 -- “My conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit.” 

6. The Spirit reveals God’s will:   

➢ 1 Cor 2:10 --“God has revealed this wisdom to us through the Spirit.” 

➢ 1 Cor 2: 13 -- “We speak...in words taught by the Spirit...” 

➢ 1 Cor 12:3 --“no one can say: ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.” 

➢ Ephesians 3:5 -- “...now revealed by the Spirit to the holy aposltes...” 

➢ 1 Timothy 4:1 -- “The Spirit distinctly says...” 

7. The Spirit sanctifies Christ’s followers:   

➢ 1 Cor 6:11 -- “...you have been washed...in the Spirit of our God.” 

➢ 2 Cor 3:18 -- “All of us...are being transformed...by the Lord who is the Spirit.” 

➢ Titus 3:5 -- “He saved us through the baptism of new birth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit.” 

8. The Spirit strengthens Christ’s followers:   

➢ Eph 3:16 -- “May he strengthen you...through the working of his Spirit.” 

➢ Phillipians 1:19 -- “...the support I receive from the Spirit...” 

➢ 2 Timothy 1:14 -- “...with the help of the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.” 

Regarding the Church: 

• Bestows charisms:  1 Cor 12:9-11 -- “it is one Spirit who produces all these gifts.” 

• Unifies the Church:  Ephesians 4:3 -- “...unity which has the Spirit as its origin...” 

Some New Testament Passages link the members in a Trinitarian identity. 

• Mt 28:19 -- “Baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

• 2 Cor 13:13 -- “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowhip 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 


