
Vatican II - Quotations 

“For it was from the side of Christ as he slept in death upon the cross that there 

came forth ‘the wondrous sacrament of the whole Church’” – Sacrosanctum 

Concilium, 5 

“To carry out the will of the Father Christ inaugurated the kingdom of heaven on 

earth and revealed to us his mystery; by his obedience he brought about our 

redemption…The origin and growth of the Church are symbolized by the blood 

and water which flowed from the open side of the crucified Jesus (cf. Jn 19:34), 

and are foretold in the words of the Lord referring to his death on the cross:  ‘And 

I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men to myself’ (Jn 12:32).  As often 

as the sacrifice of the cross by which ‘Christ our Pasch is sacrificed’ (1 Cor 5:7) is 

celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is carried out.  Likewise, in the 

sacrament of the eucharistic bread, the unity of believers, who form one body in 

Christ (cf. 1 Cor 10:17), is both expressed and brought about.  All men are called 

to this union with Christ, who is the light of the world, from whom we go forth, 

through whom we live, and towards whom our whole life is directed.” – Lumen 

Gentium, 3 

“The Church is his beloved Bride who calls to her Lord, and through him offers 

worship to the eternal Father.” – Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7 

“[Christ] is present in the Sacrifice of the Mass not only in the person of his 

minister…but especially in the eucharistic species.  By his power he is present in 

the sacraments so that when anybody baptizes it is really Christ himself who 

baptizes.  He is present in his word since it is he himself who speaks when the holy 

scriptures are read in the Church.  Lastly, he is present when the Church prays and 

sings, for he has promised “where two or three are gathered together in my name 

there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20). – Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7  

“The liturgy, then, is rightly seen as an exercise of the priestly office of Jesus 

Christ.  It involves the presentation of man’s sanctification under the guise of signs 

perceptible by the senses and its accomplishment in ways appropriate to each of 

these signs.  In it full public worship is performed by the Mystical Body of Jesus 

Christ, that is, by the Head and its members.” – Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7 

“In the earthly liturgy we take part in a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy which is 

celebrated in the Holy City of Jerusalem toward which we journey as pilgrims, 

where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God, Minister of the holies and of the 

true tabernacle.” – Sacrosanctum Concilium, 8 


